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China Pulse is a twice-annual survey research project measuring Chinese public opinion on 
international relations conducted by The Carter Center and Emory University. This brief 
contains data from a preliminary survey conducted between July 7 and August 15, 2025 
(1,428 respondents) and a full wave conducted between October 27, 2025, and January 1, 
2026 (2,506 respondents).1  
 
Results show that the Chinese public’s feeling toward Taiwan warmed slightly in the latter 
half of 2025 but opposition to the use of military force as a tool for unification decreased 
during the same period. In the October-January survey, 38% of respondents agreed that 
unification with Taiwan should not be by force under any circumstances while 47% disagreed. 
The Chinese public demonstrates strong support for culturally focused, peaceful paths to 
improve cross-strait relations. Their preferences reflect the shared history and culture 
between mainland China and Taiwan emphasized in mainland Chinese nationalist discourse. 
If military force is necessary to prevent explicit Taiwanese independence, the Chinese public 
support limited attacks on offshore islands (81%) over full-scale military attack (32%). This 
is likely because when asked whether the use of force will make the Taiwan issue worse twice 
as many respondents agreed (50%) than disagreed (24%).  
 

 

 
1 References to the July-August 2025 survey only occur where there has been no change in the wording of 
questions asked again in the full October 2025-January 2026 wave. 
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Key Findings 
 

• Most Chinese (83%) who believe the United States is a national security threat rank 
the Taiwan issue as the largest danger. 

• The Chinese public expresses generally warm sentiments toward Taiwan, ranking it 
57 out of 100 on a feeling thermometer in the summer of 2025 and 62 out of 100 in 
the fall and winter of the same year. 

• Geopolitical strategy and technological competition are not the top reasons the 
Chinese public views Taiwan as important. Instead, Chinese value Taiwan for 
historical and cultural reasons common to nationalist discourse, indicating that 
unification would resolve a long-standing historical issue (80%), both mainland China 
and Taiwan share a common cultural heritage (71%), and Taiwan is part of the United 
States’ geostrategic containment of China (67%).  

• Despite the centrality of high-tech competition to discussions of U.S.-China rivalry in 
the West, only a minority (45%) of the Chinese public view Taiwanese semiconductor 
manufacturing as an important factor in the island’s value to the mainland. 

• There is no clear commitment to pacifism or militarism toward Taiwan. In the July-
August 2025 wave of this survey, a small majority (51%) of the Chinese public agreed 
Taiwan should not be unified by military force under any circumstances (29% 
disagreed). In the October-January wave, there was no majority opinion (38% agree 
vs. 45% disagree).2 

• The Chinese public most prefer non-military paths to improving cross-strait relations, 
including promoting cultural (86%) and economic (81%) ties with Taiwan as well as 
policies to encourage Taiwanese businesspeople and students to live and work in 
mainland China (68%). 

• Should Taiwan declare de jure independence from the mainland, the Chinese public 
supports limited military operations on offshore islands (81%) and economic 
sanctions (62%) as a response over a full-scale military attack (32%). 

• Twice as many Chinese people agree the use of military force will only make the 
Taiwan issue worse (50%) than disagree (24%). 
 

 

 
2 The exact wording of the question in both surveys is as follows: July – August 2025: 请问您在多大程度上同意
或不同意以下说法？ “台湾在任何情况下都不应该以武力统一。” October 2025 – January 2026: 对于以下说
法，您在多大程度上同意、不同意或既不同意也不反对？“台湾在任何情况下都不应该以武力统一。” In 
both surveys the key phrase is “台湾在任何情况下都不应该以武力统一。” (“Taiwan should not be unified by 
military force under any circumstances.”) 
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The Precariousness of Cross-Strait Relations 

Taiwan is a major point of contention in U.S.-China relations. For most of the last 50 years, 
the United States has relied on strategic ambiguity when discussing Taiwan, a refusal to 
publicly commit to any specific response should the People’s Republic of China take action 
against the island. The United States’ commitment to ambiguity was questioned during the 
Biden administration when President Biden stated openly that the United States would 
come to Taiwan’s defense if it was attacked by mainland China. Under the Trump 
administration, U.S.-Taiwan relations have appeared close, with commitments from Taiwan 
to invest $250 billion in America’s high-tech industry and the announcement of an arms sale 
package worth $11.5 billion from Washington to Taipei in December 2025. However, at time 
of writing, Trump’s State Department has delayed acting on the agreement ahead of a 
planned Trump-Xi meeting. Meanwhile, mainland China’s regular military exercises  and 
success in stripping away many of Taiwan’s diplomatic partners speak to Beijing’s 
commitment to preventing de jure Taiwanese independence. In February and March 2026, 
debates emerged in Chinese foreign affairs publications over whether the current 
geopolitical moment is the “best window” for military unification. 
 
This survey finds that, among Chinese who believe the United States is a national security 
threat to China, Taiwan is the highest-ranking issue (83%), above the influence of U.S. 
economic policy toward the international system (80%), the influence of U.S. cultural values 
(46%), and democracy and human rights (31%). 

 
Despite the perceived threat of conflict, however, this survey also finds that the Chinese  

https://www.fpri.org/article/2025/05/the-return-to-strategic-ambiguity-assessing-trumps-taiwan-stance/
https://www.cfr.org/articles/while-pledging-defend-taiwan-china-biden-shifted-taiwan-independence-heres-why-matters
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/americas-narrative-on-taiwan-needs-an-update/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/27/us/politics/trump-taiwan-arms-sale.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/how-china-is-masking-drone-flights-potential-taiwan-rehearsal-2026-02-26/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c87l7xjp235o
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/taiwan-has-12-diplomatic-partners-left-wholl-drop-it-next/
https://substack.com/@sinocism/p-189643159
https://uscnpm.org/analysis/is-now-the-best-window-for-military-unification-with-taiwan/
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public hold comparatively warm feelings toward Taiwan, with an average rating of 62 out of 
100 in the most recent wave. These figures are similar to American feelings toward Taiwan 
reported by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs. While there is variation in feeling toward 
Taiwan within demographics like gender, age, and income, there is no demographic that 
expressed negative feelings (below 50) in either wave of this survey. 

https://globalaffairs.org/research/public-opinion-survey/taiwan-americans-favor-status-quo
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Reasons for Unification 
 
With the rise of U.S.-China rivalry in high-tech industries like electric vehicles and large 
language models, China’s access to the most advanced semiconductors is a regular talking 
point on all sides. In the United States, this has meant speculation that China desires 
unification with Taiwan as a means to improve its access to the most cutting edge 
semiconductor technology. This could not be further from the Chinese public’s 
understanding of Taiwan’s importance according to this survey. 
 
This survey indicates that geopolitics and high-tech rivalry rank below nationalistic historical 
and cultural concerns in the Chinese public’s account of Taiwan’s importance. Above all else, 
the Chinese public (80%) believes that unification with Taiwan will resolve a long-standing 
historical issue, bringing an end to the century of humiliation (a period of successive national 
defeats for China between the First Opium War [1839-1842] and the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China [1949]). Beyond this history, the Chinese public (71%) believe 
they share a deep cultural heritage with Taiwan that binds both places together. The 
concerns rank above Taiwan’s geopolitical significance in the ‘first island chain’ and well 
above concerns that Taiwanese society represents an attractive model for China or that it 
semiconductor manufacturing is important for China’s economic development. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/24/technology/taiwan-china-chips-silicon-valley-tsmc.html
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/19/nx-s1-5637428/china-chip-industry-trade-restrictions
https://brownpoliticalreview.org/the-century-of-humiliation-and-the-century-after/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3314589/can-island-chain-strategy-contain-chinas-blue-water-naval-ambitions
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No Preference for a Military Invasion of Taiwan 
 
Both the United States and China have moved to significantly militarize the Taiwan question 
in the last decade. Last year, China conducted its largest war games to date around Taiwan 
while many in Washington became convinced that 2027 was President Xi’s deadline for a 
full-scale invasion. The Biden administration sold a total of $8.4 billion dollars in arms to 
Taiwan, which, if it is finalized, will be surpassed by the Trump administration’s 
congressionally approved $11 billion package.  
 
This survey finds no clear mandate from the Chinese public for a military invasion of Taiwan. 
Neither is there clear evidence for a majority pacifist position. In the summer of 2025, a small 
majority of the Chinese public (51%) agree that Taiwan should not be unified by force under 
any circumstances (29% disagreed). In the fall and winter of 2025, only 38 percent agree 
with this pacifist position while 45 percent disagreed.  
 

 
 
There is a slightly larger preference against military force among women (40% agree) than 
men (36% agree). Commitment to dovishness generally decreases as educational 
attainment increases, with those who only graduated from junior high school most likely to 
agree (46%, well above the average 38%) and those who graduated from junior college or 
above the least likely to agree (34%). 
 
The clearest factor impacting agreement with a dovish position on unification appears to be 
income. Most of the lowest earning survey respondents (54%) agreed with the dovish 
position while only a quarter of the highest earning survey respondents agreed (none in the 
latter category indicated “strongly agree”). It should be noted that both income extremes 

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinas-military-conduct-live-fire-exercises-around-taiwan-tuesday-2025-12-28/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/taiwan/toward-taiwan-truce
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represent a small subset of the total survey respondents. Nonetheless, the trend appears to 
hold across more populated income brackets.  
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High Interest in Strengthening Cultural and Economic Ties 
 
While the Chinese public does not rule out the use of military force, when presented with a 
range of non-coercive paths to improving cross-strait relations, there is a clear preference 
for emphasizing the cultural ties they believe make Taiwan important in the first place (86%). 
Most of the Chinese public also support better economic ties between Taiwan and the 
mainland (81%), easier paths for Taiwanese businesspeople and students to live in mainland 
China (68%), and a negotiated peace agreement (54%). Only a quarter of Chinese support 
unprovoked economic sanctions. 

 

Support for Limited Military Operations to Prevent Independence 
 
While the Chinese public is ambivalent on the use of force to achieve unification and strongly 
supports an array of non-coercive paths to improve cross-strait relations, this survey 
indicates that the military operations the Chinese public is willing to support should Taiwan 
declare de jure independence are limited in scope, focusing on offshore islands like Kinmen 
and Matsu (81%). There is also majority support for the implementation of economic 
sanctions to prevent Taiwanese de jure independence (62%). Only a minority would support 
a full-scale military invasion of Taiwan (32%).  
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These findings illustrate that although the Chinese public are strongly committed to 
unification in principle, there are important limits to the risks they are willing to take to 
achieve it using military force. These results suggest the Chinese public may be more dovish 
on the Taiwan issue than recent academic literature has found. Based on surveys conducted 
in 2020 and 2021, Liu and Li found 58 percent of Chinese found full-scale military invasion 
an acceptable policy toward Taiwan. 

  

Military Force Makes Things Worse 
 
The above reticence to declare a commitment to full-scale war is potentially explained in this 
survey by the finding that twice as many Chinese agree (50%) that “the use of military force 
only makes the Taiwan issue worse” than disagree (24%).  
 
As with agreement above that Taiwan should never be unified by military force, women (53%) 
are more likely than men (47%) to agree with the dovish position. Likewise, the least 
educated in this survey tended to agree (57%) that military force will make the Taiwan issue 
worse compared to the best educated (49%). Following income, the lowest earning 
respondents expressed the most agreement (61%). However, unlike above, half of the 
highest earning respondents also agreed military force offered no clear solution to the 
Taiwan issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10670564.2023.2209524
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Conclusion 
 
Given the marked tensions in U.S.-China relations over the past decade, it is not surprising 
that the possibility of a conflict with the United States over Taiwan is on top of mind for much 
of the Chinese public. This survey does not find, however, overwhelming support for such a 
conflict. Instead, these results show an ambivalence toward the use of military force to settle 
the Taiwan issue and clear interest in improving cross-strait relations through non-coercive 
means. Should a conflict occur, the Chinese public prefers that it remain limited and away 
from the main island of Taiwan, because, as many have indicated, the use of military force 
can only complicate an already fraught issue.  
 

Methodology 
 
This study employs a repeated cross-sectional design, conducted in collaboration with a 
China-based survey company maintaining a large respondent panel. We initiated the 
research with a pilot wave (N=1,428) in July and August 2025 to refine question wording 
and validate internal logic. The results were treated as preliminary validation for the main 
study.  
 
The core findings derive from the first official wave, which surveyed 2,506 Chinese adults 
between October 27, 2025, and January 1, 2026. Utilizing quota sampling, the demographic 
profile matches China’s population on key variables, including age, gender, and geographic 

distribution across the North, East, Southwest, Northeast, South Central, and Northwest 
regions. The 50-question survey yielded a median completion time of 16.75 minutes. 
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Waging Peace. Fighting Disease. Building Hope. 
 
A not-for-profit, nongovernmental organization, The Carter Center has helped to improve life 
for people in over 80 countries by resolving conflicts; advancing democracy, human rights, 
and economic opportunity; preventing diseases; and improving mental health care. The 
Carter Center was founded in 1982 by former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and former First 
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The Carter Center is an independent, nonpartisan organization. Through its China Focus 
initiative, the Center seeks to improve the U.S.-China relationship through a thoughtful 
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