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China Pulse is a twice-annual survey research project measuring Chinese public opinion on 
international relations conducted by The Carter Center and Emory University. This brief 
contains data from a preliminary survey conducted between July 7 and August 15, 2025 
(1,428 respondents) and a full wave conducted between October 27, 2025, and January 1, 
2026 (2,506 respondents).1  
 
Results from this survey show that the Chinese public hold negative opinions of the United 
States and view the United States as a threat to China’s national security. Of the majority 
who view the United States as a threat (73%), Taiwan and international trade are the primary 
concern. Despite this, however, the Chinese public believe the areas of greatest perceived 
threat are also the areas of greatest mutual interest: economy and trade, global security, and 
technological innovation. Areas that are normally viewed as comparatively safe arenas for 
cooperation, like cultural exchange and education, rank lower. On the one hand, these 
results demonstrate public support for Beijing to engage directly with Washington on issues 
causing the most stress in the relationship. On the other hand, traditional methods of 
bilateral cultural exchange appear less important to the Chinese public. This is 
demonstrated by survey findings in the plurality of Chinese who are willing to restrict 
Americans in China in response to American restrictions on Chinese in the United States. 

 

 
1 References to the July-August 2025 survey only occur where there has been no change in the wording of 
questions asked again in the full October 2025-January 2026 wave. See endnotes where relevant. 
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Key Findings 
 

• Chinese public sentiment toward the United States remained relatively low 
throughout the latter half of 2025, ranking 37 (July – August 2025) and 34 (October 
2025 – January 2025) out of 100. 

• Although public sentiment toward the United States fell across all demographics, 
respondents in higher income brackets tended to rank the United States higher on a 
feeling thermometer.  

• Most of the Chinese public views the United States as a national security threat, and 
this attitude increased over the last half of 2025 (61% in July – August 2025 vs. 73% 
in October 2025 – January 2026).  

• The most important threats the United States poses to China’s national security in 
the eyes of the Chinese public are related to Taiwan (83%) and international 
economics and trade (80%). Only minorities indicated a threat from American 
cultural (45%) and political (31%) values. 

• Despite negative sentiment toward the United States, most Chinese believe the 
United States and China have common interests in international economics and trade 
(75%), global security (71%), technological innovation (68%), and public health 
(53%). 

• In a break with the past, where people-to-people exchanges received broad support, 
only 29 percent of the Chinese public believes the United States and China have 
common interests in education. 

• Concerning recent changes and threats to visas for Chinese studying and working in 
America, a plurality (40%) of the Chinese public believes their government should 
match the U.S. approach and begin restricting Americans living in China. 

 

A Decade of Degradation 
 
U.S.-China relations began to degrade in the 2010s with the Obama administration’s Trans-
Pacific Partnership, seen by its critics as an attempt to halt China’s economic rise and 
maintain U.S. power in the Pacific. Relations continued to sour under the first Trump 
administration, first through trade disputes and then in response to COVID-19. This was the 
era of “wolf warrior diplomacy” when Chinese diplomats adopted assertive postures both 
online and in meetings with foreign counterparts. The Biden administration attempted to 
balance competition and diplomacy. However, the Biden administration maintained his 
predecessor’s tariffs, increasing them on certain products and issuing export controls on 
advanced chips. The second Trump administration reignited the trade war from the late 
2010s within weeks of taking office. Although there were several trade meetings in 2025, 

https://cjil.uchicago.edu/print-archive/how-united-states-uses-trans-pacific-partnership-contain-china-international-trade
https://cjil.uchicago.edu/print-archive/how-united-states-uses-trans-pacific-partnership-contain-china-international-trade
https://www.piie.com/sites/default/files/documents/trump-trade-war-timeline.pdf
https://nbr.org/publication/understanding-chinese-wolf-warrior-diplomacy/
https://uscnpm.org/analysis/reflections-on-a-rocky-decade/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/14/politics/biden-tariffs-chinese-imports
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/09/06/us-china-quantum-chip-related-export-controls.html
https://time.com/7292207/us-china-trade-war-trump-tariffs-timeline/
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relations have remained difficult in ways that have extended beyond trade to university 
student enrollment and safety, the AI race, and escalating threat of conflict over Taiwan.  
 
This survey finds Chinese feeling toward the United States fell in the latter half of 2025 from 
37 to 34 out of 100. This is consistent with results from a Chicago Council on Global Affairs-
The Carter Center poll published in September 2025, which found 83 percent of Chinese 
said the United States was not friendly. Tsinghua University’s Center for International 
Security and Strategy reported in 2025 that Chinese favorability toward the United States 
was at a recent high of 2.38 out of 5, still less than 50 percent. In a 2024 poll by The Carter 
Center and Emory University, Chinese favorability toward the United States was 23.5 
percent. Research by the Eurasia Group  found Chinese favorability toward the United States 
at 39 percent in 2020. This survey shows that current Chinese public feeling toward the 
United States is unfavorable across all demographics.  

https://www.politico.com/news/2025/05/30/trump-chinese-student-visa-crackdown-backstory-00375426
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3345440/two-sessions-two-paths-china-prioritises-ai-integration-amid-us-tech-rivalry
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c87l7xjp235o
https://www.cartercenter.org/publication/chinese-public-wants-a-balanced-approach-to-the-united-states/
https://www.cartercenter.org/publication/chinese-public-wants-a-balanced-approach-to-the-united-states/
https://ciss.tsinghua.edu.cn/upload_files/atta/1767148181856_04.pdf
https://ciss.tsinghua.edu.cn/upload_files/atta/1767148181856_04.pdf
https://uscnpm.org/analysis/sovereignty-security-us-china-relations/
https://uscnpm.org/analysis/sovereignty-security-us-china-relations/
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In the most recent data, feeling toward the United States appears to increase with 
educational attainment and decrease with age. Perhaps the most striking pattern, however, 
is income. The average feeling for Chinese earning an annual income of 200,000 RMB and 
above in the summer of 2025 was 43 out of 100, well above the average of 37. In the most 
recent data, this figure fell to 40, still higher than the overall average of 37 and higher than 
the average of those earning less than 200,000 RMB annually (34).  

 
As favorability toward the United States has fallen, the perception that the United States is 
a threat has risen. In the summer of 2025, 61 percent of Chinese agreed that the United 
States is a threat to China’s national security (20% disagreed). In the fall and winter of 2025, 
73 percent agreed that the United States was a national security threat (14% disagreed).i   
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This finding holds true across all demographics. Women and men agree the United States is 
a threat at near equal rates (73% vs. 74%, respectively) while this perception appears to 
increase slightly with educational attainment (75% agreement among the best educated). 
Only among the wealthiest, a small subset of the total survey, does a minority (42%) regard 
the United States as a threat. 



6 
 

Most See the United States as a Geopolitical and Economic Threat 
 
The dominant perceived threats are unsurprising given debates in U.S.-China relations on 
both sides. Although the Chinese public is ambivalent on the use of force against Taiwan, 
both Beijing and Washington have recently participated in escalation toward a potential 
military conflict through military exercises and arms sales, respectively Most believe the 
United States is a threat regarding its position on Taiwan (83%)  (see our full report on 
Chinese public opinion on Taiwan here). A major feature of the current U.S.-China rivalry is 
control over supply chains and geoeconomic borders for advanced chip technology. Most 
Chinese believe the international economic influence of the United States is a threat (80%). 
Few among the Chinese public are concerned about U.S. cultural influence (46%), and even 
fewer are concerned about the influence of political values like democracy and human rights 
(31%). These figures only include respondents who agreed the United States poses a 
national security threat (see Appendix for more detail). 

 

The Chinese Public Still Sees Potential for Cooperation 
 
Despite broad agreement that the United States is a threat to China, this survey finds that 
the Chinese public still sees many areas of mutual interest between the two countries. The 
interests with the highest agreement are also the most central to U.S.-China rivalry, including 
trade (75%), global security (71%), and technological innovation (68%). A small majority also 
identified public health as a mutual interest (53%). Given the recent history of COVID-19 and 
the rapid aging of both the United States and China, these respondents may well be correct. 
Thearea least identified as a mutual interest was education (29%). American students have 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/30/world/asia/china-taiwan-military-drills.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/27/us/politics/trump-taiwan-arms-sale.html
https://uscnpm.org/china-pulse/chinese-public-ambivalent-on-use-of-force-against-taiwan/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14650045.2023.2253432
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/?g=unUR
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-68595450
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been slow to return to China after COVID-19, and Chinese students and faculty in America 
have had their visas and jobs threatened in recent years. These results are consistent with 
the current authors’ finding in 2024 that 70 percent of the Chinese public believe peaceful 
and friendly U.S.-China relations were necessary for China’s continued prosperity regardless 
of low U.S. favorability (see Appendix for more detail).  

 

Support for Visa Retaliation 
 
Chinese students studying in American universities make up roughly 25% of all overseas 
students. This was the largest single national population of students studying in America 
until the Chinese population was surpassed by  students from India (29%) in 2024. Since the 
normalization of U.S.-China relations in 1979, Chinese students studying at American 
universities has been an important pillar of people-to-people exchange. Threats from 
Washington regarding the visa status of Chinese students are, therefore, a major concern for 
many in China and for the long-term stability of U.S.-China relations. A plurality of the 
Chinese public prefers for Beijing to match Washington’s visa policies and restrict U.S. 
workers and students living in China (40%). A smaller minority (32%) prefer for their 
government to maintain current immigration policies for Americans, while 28 percent prefer 
China to change policies to encourage more Americans to work and study in China.  
 
 
 

https://apnews.com/article/china-american-students-universities-f5f6e53cd5d3bc686590f2f961165281
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/discrimination-chinese-students-us
https://uscnpm.org/analysis/sovereignty-security-us-china-relations/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/20/us/china-international-students-us-decline-hnk-dst/
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Conclusion 
 
The Chinese public views the United States as a threat with which they nonetheless share 
mutual interests. Rather than identifying mutual interests that seem from the outset to be 
more achievable, albeit piecemeal, they identify core axes of U.S.-China rivalry as potential 
areas of U.S.-China cooperation. While Chinese attitudes toward the United States worsened 
in the latter half of 2025, the potential to walk back from what some scholars have called the 
“edge of ruin” remains, at least in terms of what the Chinese public would like to see from its 
own government. These results also suggest, however, that for the Chinese public to change 
its opinion on the United States, there are no shortcuts. Issues like Taiwan and trade must 
be addressed directly by the leaders of both countries and new terms for stability must be 
established.  
 

Methodology 
 
This study employs a repeated cross-sectional design, conducted in collaboration with a 
China-based survey company maintaining a large respondent panel. We initiated the 
research with a pilot wave (N=1,428) in July and August 2025 to refine question wording 
and validate internal logic. The results were treated as preliminary validation for the main 
study.  
 
The core findings derive from the first official wave, which surveyed 2,506 Chinese adults 
between October 27, 2025, and January 1, 2026. Utilizing quota sampling, the demographic 
profile matches China’s population on key variables, including age, gender, and geographic 
distribution across the North, East, Southwest, Northeast, South Central, and Northwest 
regions. The 50-question survey yielded a median completion time of 16.75 minutes. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/america-and-china-edge-ruin-lampton-jisi
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11 
 

Appendix A: The United States is a National Security Threat to China  
(All Demographics) 
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Appendix B: Strongest U.S.-China Mutual Interests (All Demographics) 
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Appendix C: Weakest U.S.-China Mutual Interests (All Demographics) 

 
 

 
i The exact wording of the question was: 您在多大程度上同意或不同意以下陈述：“美国对中国的国家安全构
成了威胁” (July – August 2025) & 请说明您在多大程度上同意或不同意以下观点：“美国对中国的国家安全构
成威胁。” (October 2025 – January 2026). 


